
“A Fascinating Instrumental Album”

As the first musical of 1964-65 Broadway season, “Fiddler On 
the Roof” has set a high standard for later shows to follow.  It is 
set in the small village of Anatevka, in Tsarist Russia, during the 
early days of this century.  The action depicts the struggles of 
Tevye, the dairyman, to find suitable husbands for the three 
eldest of his five daughters.  Despite his plans, each daughter, 
one by one, marries for love, thereby breaking down the age-old 
pattern of tradition in which the father selects the marriage 
partner.  In the leading role of Tevye, the superb comedian and 
actor Zero Mostel finds one of his most rewarding roles.

Despite the dramatic impact of the plot, “Fiddler on the Roof” is 
a heart-warming story, told with lighthearted humor, and staged 
with brilliantly exciting dances by Jerome Robbins.  Its score is 
by Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick, who gave the theater the 
Pulitzer Prize winning “Fiorello!,” “The Body Beautiful,” 
“Tenderloin” and, most recently “She Loves Me”.  Jerry 
Bock’s music has a tender, chanting quality and an earthy, 
ethnic appeal that one seldom hears on Broadway.

In this fascinating instrumental album, the over-all feeling of the 
music is captured.  Claus Ogerman’s inventive arrangements 
reveal the stately dignity of the Sabbath Prayer performed with 
a hazy array of romantic strings.  He incorporates a slight Latin 
feel into If I Were a Woman, played as a slow samba, and To 
Life, which he has chosen to do as a Latin dance, the baion, in--
paradoxically--Oriental style.  Lovers of show music will be 
interested to discover that the title song, Fiddler on the Roof, 
actually appears in the show as the opening number, where it is 
called Tradition.  This album contains two melodies which are 
destined to become collectors’ items:  If I Were a Woman and A 
Little Bit of This.  The first song was cut from the score prior to 
the New York opening, and the second was rehearsed, but never 
actually incorporated.



This album marks the RCA Victor debut of Claus Ogerman and 
his orchestra. Mr. Ogerman, a highly gifted young composer, 
arranger and conductor, came to this country from his native 
Germany in 1959. He has swiftly risen to the top in popular 
music circles with his excellent arrangements for many leading 
performers, including John Gary, Connie Francis, Mel Torme, 
Dinah Washington and Stan Getz.

The intriguing Jerry Bock musical score for "Fiddler on the 
Roof" makes an ideal vehicle for the display of Claus Ogerman's 
arranging and orchestral finesse.

--MILES KREUGER"


