
Frank Sinatra's legendary arranger 
recorded this MPS album in the early 70s
in Germany, creating a unique, 
contemporary "Riddle sound": Brassy and
glamorous, elegantly blending jazz, bossa 
nova and lounge music.

The MPS - Most Perfect Sound Edition 
presents the classic recordings of
Europe's prestigious jazz label with new 
state-of-the-art 192kHz/24BIT
remastering. They have never sounded 
better than on these CDs!

01. My Life - 2:08
(Claus Ogerman) Claus Ogerman Production

02. My Sweet Lord - 2:53
(George Harrison) Abkco Music 
Inc./Harrisongs Music Ltd.

03. Sao Paulo - 4:01
(Nelson Riddle) Claus Ogerman Production

04. Close To You - 3:47
(Burt Bacharach/Hal David) Casa David/New 
Hidden Valley Music Co.

05. My One And Only Love - 3:07
(Robert Mellin/Guy B. Wood) Colgems EMI 
Music Inc./Warlock Corp.

06. Lamento - 3:00
(Antonio Carlos Jobim) Corcovado Music 
Corp.



07. When The World Was Young - 3:30
(Philippe Gerard/Angele Marie 
Vannier/Johnny Mercer) Criterion Music 
Corp.

08. Naomi - 3:18
(Nelson Riddle) Edition Swington

09. Just A Little Lovin' - 2:11
(Barry Mann/Cynthia Weil) Screen Gems EMI 
Music Inc.

10. Changing Colors - 2:29
(Nelson Riddle) Claus Ogerman Production

Orchestra arranged and conducted by Nelson 
Riddle.

Produced by Willi Fruth and Claus Ogerman 
/ Engineered by Peter Kramper
Recorded at Bavaria Tonstudio, Munich, 
August 1971
(P) 1971 MPS Records.

Original linernotes

When America's highest regarded arranger 
conducted an orchestra of first class 
German studio musicians in Munich, 
Bavaria, it may have seemed like quite a 
peculiar event. It really wasn't. For 
years, Nelson Riddle has had business 
contacts with Claus Ogerman, who regards 
Munich as his home and has been living for 
the last 16 years in New York City. 
Ogerman works very successfully in the 



same field as Riddle, and has also built 
up a flourishing music publishing company. 
In January 1971, both men met in Las
Vegas, where Ogerman had a five-week 
engagement as band leader and arranger
for the "Barbra Streisand Show" at the 
International Hotel. A few years earlier, 
he had provided the orchestral 
arrangements for an album by Oscar
Peterson, "Motions And Emotion", which was 
released by MPS Records. Upon their 
meeting in Las Vegas, Claus Ogerman told 
Nelson Riddle about the German label and 
the musical direction it followed. Riddle 
immediately indicated that he might be 
interested in recording for MPS. Directly 
from Las Vegas, Ogerman got in touch with 
label owner Hans Georg Brunner-Schwer
in Villingen, who, in return, was very 
taken by the idea of recording a legend 
like Nelson Riddle.

The result of these lucky events is the LP 
you hold in your hand, recorded in August 
1971 and produced by Claus Ogerman and 
Willi Fruth, MPS Records' musical 
director. Nelson Riddle and his producers 
met in London, shortly before the 
recording session in Germany was 
scheduled, to discuss the album's 
repertoire. It was decided to record two 
albums, one ("Changing Colors") would 
feature a variety of older and 
contemporary standards,supplemented with 
compositions by Riddle and Ogerman, while 
the second album ("Communication") would 



feature exclusive compositions written by 
some of Germany's best contemporary 
composers. The recording sessions were 
held at Munich's prestigious Bavaria 
Studios. The producers assembled an 
orchestra made up of the brass section of 
the Bavarian Radio Big Band, the Kurt
Graunke Orchestra's string section, plus 
an elite of Germany's studio and
jazz musicians such as Charly Antolini 
(drums), Ack van Rooyen (fluegelhorn)
and Ernst-August Quelle (piano and Hammond 
organ).

Claus Ogerman's original composition "My 
Life" starts the album in a radiant
manner. It is not explained who's life is 
pictured here, but it sure must be an 
exciting and glamorous one. "My Sweet 
Lord" by Beatle George Harrison
demonstrates Nelson Riddle's ability to 
take contemporary material and transfer it 
to something that sounds as if it was 
written just for him.

Riddle's own composition "Sao Paulo" is a 
catchy bit of sophisticated Easy
Listening with more than a hint of Antonio 
Carlos Jobim. "Close To You", the Burt 
Bacharach tune made famous by The 
Carpenters, features some outstanding
solo trombone, which comes as no surprise 
to Riddle fans, as he has played that 
instrument himself and has always secured 
it a spotlight position in his 
arrangements. The track ends in a bright 



and brassy finale and is followed by the 
dreamy standard "My One And Only Love". 
Riddle delivers a masterpiece of 
orchestration with his monumental, driving 
arrangement of Jobim's "Lamento". The 
classic standard "When The World Was 
Young" receives an appropriately romantic, 
string laden treatment. "Just A Little 
Lovin'", the contemporary hit recorded by 
Dusty Springfield on her famous "Dusty In
Memphis" album, grooves steadily in 3/4 
time, while "Naomi" and "Changing Colors" 
are further showcases of Riddle's assured 
talent to compose as well as arrange 
instrumental tunes that stay in your ear.

Nelson Riddle was born on the 1st of June 
1921 in New Jersey. He began his career as 
a trombone player in various famous bands 
such as the Tommy Dorsey, Les Elgart and 
Bob Crosby orchestras, where he also first 
tried his hand at arranging. In the early 
fifties he moved to Hollywood, where his
career as one of the most acclaimed and 
highly-paid arrangers in the USA began 
through a strange coincidence. Arranger 
Les Baxter asked Riddle to "ghost write" 
an orchestration he was contracted to do 
for Nat "King" Cole, but could not provide 
as he had other commitments. On the day of 
the recording, young Nelson sat timidly in 
the corner of the studio, while Baxter and 
Nat "King" Cole played over "his" 
arrangement. Cole noticed that
Baxter kept on going over to the young man 
in the corner of the studio, discussing 



musical details with him. The recording 
session went smoothly and afterwards 
Baxter introduced Riddle to Nat "King" 
Cole, confessing that Nelson had stood in 
for him. Cole was impressed not only by 
the arrangement but also by the shy young 
man, and so the partnership between both 
artists began, in the course of which Cole 
eventually became a superstar of the
business. 

In the early fifties, after countless 
professional and personal setbacks,
Frank Sinatra signed a record contract 
with Capitol Records, the company
which Nelson Riddle exclusively worked 
for. The partnership of Sinatra and
Riddle seemed preordained and produced 
recordings of a quality previously
unheard of in the pop business, helped to 
no small extent by the newly developed 
stereo sound. Sinatra remained faithful to 
his musical director until the end of his 
career on the 13th of June, 1971, the day 
on which he took leave of his audience 
"forever" in a gala concert in Hollywood.  
The musical direction of this memorable 
concert was, of course, in the hands of
Nelson Riddle. 

The stars with whom Nelson Riddle has 
worked since his first arrangement for
Nat "King" Cole are far too numerous to be 
mentioned here. The most important names: 
Peggy Lee, Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Garland, 
Johnny Mathis, Bing Crosby, Rosemary 



Clooney and Antonio Carlos Jobim. Riddle 
is not only a conductor and arranger, he 
has also composed music for numerous 
Hollywood films and TV shows, such as "The 
Untouchables", "Route 66" and "Batman". 
For this, his first MPS album, Riddle 
successfully adds contemporary influences
such as the bossa nova and pop based 
instrumentation to his trademark
swing-based orchestrations. Add to this 
MPS Records' famous recording quality, and 
"Changing Colors" will provide first class 
listening for anybody interested in big 
band jazz as well as popular orchestral 
music. 


